Motives for European Exploration
· Trade & New Trade Routes

· Wealth: Gold, Silver, & Spices
· Power & Prestige

· Religion

· Spreading of Catholic Religion and Conversion (Spanish & Portuguese)

· Free Practice of Religion (English & Dutch)

· Building New Empires & Acquiring New Lands
European Exploration
The Renaissance & Elizabethan Age of Exploration was at first dominated by the Portuguese and Spanish Explorers. The Renaissance saw the success of the Portuguese and Spanish Explorers in acquiring monopolies on much of the Eastern spice trade and their expeditions to Asia and the New World brought great wealth and power to Portugal and Spain. The new discoveries made by the Portuguese and Spanish Explorers brought untold riches in terms of gold and silver and spices but it also brought power and influence. The idea of spreading the Catholic faith to heathen races was also seen as a primary reason for Portuguese and Spanish Exploration.

The people of Spain and Portugal were Roman Catholic. Many were fanatical about their religion. The Inquisition was an example of this. The idea of spreading the Catholic faith to heathen races was seen as a primary reason for the Portuguese and Spanish Explorers, including the Conquistadors. The age of discovery dates back to 1469 when Princess Isabella of Castile married Ferdinand of Aragon. They became Queen Isabella I and King Ferdinand V of Spain. In 1492, the King and Queen of Spain financed the first voyage of Christopher Columbus. By 1494, all of the lands in the New World were claimed by Spain.
The Renaissance age of new ideas and learning encouraged a pioneering spirit of curiosity and adventure. The success of the Spanish and Portuguese explorers in acquiring monopolies on much of the Eastern spice trade and their expeditions to the New World fired the imagination and the ambitions of English explorers. New discoveries could bring untold riches in terms of gold and silver and spices - the English explorers were searching for adventure, glory, and wealth. Many of the English explorers were also classed as pirates due to the fact that they attacked the Spanish treasure fleets and the Spanish colonies.
Portuguese 
· 1415: King John I conquered the city of Ceuta in northern Africa 

· 1419: Madeira Islands are discovered by explorers Zarco and Tristao Vaz Teixeira 

· 1427: Azores Islands are discovered by Portuguese explorer Diogo Silves

· 1434: Exploration of the African coast begins

· 1444: The discovery and colonization of the Cape Verde islands occurs 

· 1484: Diogo Cao discovered the River Congo

· 1487: Bartholomeu Dias led an expedition around the Cape of Good Hope

· 1498: Vasco da Gama reached India by navigating around Africa

· 1500: Pedro Alvares Cabral discovered Brazil

· 1519: Ferdinand Magellan led the first voyage around the World

· 1542: Portuguese explorers become the first Europeans to land in Japan

· 1569: Nagasaki, Japan, was open to Portuguese traders

Spanish
· 1492: Christopher Columbus’s voyage was financed by King Ferdinand & Queen Isabella of Spain

· 1492: Christopher Columbus landed on Hispaniola in present day Dominican Republic
· 1492: Haiti and Jamaica were discovered by Christopher Columbus

· 1493: Columbus landed on the island of Montserrat, in the Caribbean
· 1494: Spain and Portugal claimed lands in the New World 

· 1496: Spaniards set up the first Spanish colony in the Dominican Republic at Santo Domingo (which later served as the capital of all Spanish colonies in Latin America)
· 1498: Columbus landed in Venezuela 

· 1502: Columbus sailed on his fourth and final voyage to the New World (Honduras and Panama) 

· 1502: Spanish explorer Rodrigo de Bastidas landed at Panama
· 1502: Christopher Columbus landed at "Cariari," now known as Puerto Limon

· 1513: Vasco Nunez de Balboa, Spanish explorer, crossed the Isthmus of Panama and claimed the Pacific Ocean for Spain

· 1516: Juan Diaz de Solis became the first European to land in Uruguay 

· 1517: A Spanish expedition under Francisco Hernandez de Cordoba (1475-1526) landed on the Yucatan coast in Mexico 

· 1519: Spanish conquistador Hernan Cortes (1485-1547) founded the town of Veracruz in Mexico 

· 1519: Cortes entered Tenochtitlan and captured Montezuma II in Mexico
English Explorers
· 1497:  John Cabot searched for a Northwest Passage to China and discovered Cape Breton Island

· 1562: John Hawkins sailed to Africa and profited from the slave trade

· 1576: Martin Frobisher began three attempts to find the Northwest Passage and gold in Canada by sailing to Baffin Bay and into the Hudson Strait

· 1577: Francis Drake circumnavigated the world (December 13, 1577 to September 26, 1580)
· 1585: Sir Walter Raleigh established the Roanoke colony

· 1585: John Davis explored the Canadian Artic and Asia

· 1593: Sir Richard Hawkins traveled to South America

